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Introduction 

BUILDING UTOPIA is a scripted, fully-produced historical 
podcast series that examines the life and followers of the 
charismatic leader Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh (also known as 
Osho). Launching with three episodes on October 29, 2018, 
BUILDING UTOPIA serializes the story of Rajneesh’s rise from a 
precocious boy in India to a controversial spiritual guru to tens of 
thousands of people worldwide.  

The series covers the major events in Rajneesh’s life: his self-
proclaimed enlightenment at age 21, his efforts to gather 
disciples and form a religion, and the spiritual communities he 
formed in India and the United States in the 1970s and 80s. By 
examining the Rajneeshee organization’s early foundations as 
well as Rajneesh’s guiding principles, BUILDING UTOPIA helps 
make sense of the catastrophic events that caused it to crumble 
in America in 1985 amid a cloud of criminal allegations. Using 
newly-uncovered government records and a comprehensive 
review of archival documents, BUILDING UTOPIA will captivate 
those familiar with Rajneesh (especially after the recent Netflix 
documentary series Wild Wild Country) — as well as those who 
have not yet discovered his fascinating and troubling story. 



BUILDING UTOPIA will be available on iTunes, Stitcher, and 
other major podcast platforms. New episodes will be available 
every other week. 

More information available at www.buildingutopiapodcast.com 

Summary 

Some call him a cult leader, some call him a con man — but, in 
the 1970s and 80s, tens of thousands of people called Bhagwan 
Shree Rajneesh “Master.” The guru and philosopher founded a 
cosmopolitan ashram in his native India before moving to the 
United States in 1981. His fame peaked when his disciples 
founded the Rajneeshpuram commune in Eastern Oregon in 
1981. Intended as a utopian, self-sufficient community, 
Rajneeshpuram evolved into a police-state where commune 
leaders bugged bedrooms, tapped phones, poisoned suspected 
apostates, and plotted murders. Ultimately, Rajneesh was forced 
to leave the United States under a cloud of criminal allegations 
that tarnish his legacy to this day. 

Meticulously researched and carefully constructed, each 
episode of BUILDING UTOPIA describes a chapter in Rajneesh’s 
life, drawing from investigative records, internal commune 
documents, and firsthand accounts. The result is an immersive, 
unflinching portrait of a controversial man and the people who 
chose to devote their lives to him. BUILDING UTOPIA sheds light 
on lingering questions such as why so many Westerners chose to 
follow Rajneesh, and to what extent did he shape and control his 
communities — including the criminal activities. 

BUILDING UTOPIA will appeal to a broad range of podcast 
listeners, including those interested in true crime, history, cults, 
religion, charismatic leaders and demagogues, Indian gurus, the 
human-potential movement, and the modern history of the 
American West. BUILDING UTOPIA will explore the questions that 
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continue to persist even after the Netflix documentary series Wild 
Wild Country, presenting hours of new information not covered in 
that series. And since BUILDING UTOPIA tells Rajneesh’s entire 
story from a fresh perspective, no prior knowledge is necessary to 
understand and enjoy the series. 

BUILDING UTOPIA is researched, written, narrated, and 
produced by Rusty King, an independent researcher and 
historian.   

Full transcripts for the first three episodes are available at 
www.buildingutopiapodcast.com. The website also includes 
multimedia web-exclusive material to accompany each episode, 
including photographs, maps, source documents, and more. 

Release Schedule 

BUILDING UTOPIA will launch its first three episodes on October 
29, 2018. After that, a new episode will be released every other 
week. Each episode is 40-50 minutes long. There are expected to 
be 14 full episodes released in the series. Shorter “minisodes” 
exploring specific individuals or issues will also be released 
throughout the course of the series. 

BUILDING UTOPIA will be available on iTunes, Stitcher, and 
other major podcast platforms. 

Episode Summaries 

Episode 1: Finding the Master charts Bhagwan’s rise from a 
precocious child, to a college professor, to a traveling guru in mid-
century India. In 1970 he takes an important step: settling in 
Bombay and taking on his very first disciples. 
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Episode 2: Oasis in Poona describes how Bhagwan and his 
personal secretary, Ma Yoga Laxmi, create his first ashram in the 
city of Poona (modern-day Pune), India. It becomes a glamorous 
beacon for spiritual seekers from the West, thanks in part to the 
controversial — and often violent — encounter-group therapy that 
Bhagwan promotes there. 

Episode 3: Trouble in Paradise examines the external 
pressures that threaten to topple Bhagwan’s wildly successful 
ashram in the late 1970s. His controversial teachings and 
practices provide ample ground for Indian politicians to block his 
dream of a new, larger commune in India. We’ll meet Ma Anand 
Sheela, the young, ambitious ashram worker who plots a course 
that will take Bhagwan out of India and forever change his legacy. 

Production 

BUILDING UTOPIA is researched, written, narrated, and 
produced by Rusty King. He has also composed most of the music 
used in the series.   

Rusty King is an independent researcher, historian, and 
composer based in Chicago. He has worked for the past decade 
as a trial lawyer specializing in complex commercial litigation. 
BUILDING UTOPIA is his first podcast series. 

King researched BUILDING UTOPIA over the course of five 
months. His research included reviewing hundreds of state and 
federal reports related to the Rajneeshees, most available 
memoirs from people who lived and worked in Rajneesh’s 
communities, and every issue of the Rajneesh Times newspaper 
(published weekly at the Rajneeshpuram commune). He spent a 
week at the University of Oregon’s Special Collections and 
University Archives to examine thousands of documents and 
ephemera archived there from the Rajneeshpuram commune. He 
visited the federal district court in Portland, Oregon to review 



archived court documents related to the prosecution of the 
Rajneeshpuram leaders in the 1980s and 90s. And he submitted 
dozens of requests for government documents pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and similar state laws. 

On the creation of this series, King says, “I developed the 
Building Utopia Podcast to try to understand what drove people to 
follow Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and — for at least some of his 
followers — commit heinous crimes in his name. I’ve chosen to 
tell the story from the perspectives of people within the 
Rajneeshee community, rather than outside observers who were 
in conflict with them. My goal is to bring the Rajneesh people and 
issues to life in an empathetic but objective way, using immersive 
historical storytelling.” 

Contact Information 

 Email:  buildingutopiapodcast@gmail.com 

 Website:  www.buildingutopiapodcast.com  

 Twitter:  @Building_Utopia 

 Facebook: @BuildingUtopiaPodcast 
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